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It has been said that every church is a mission outpost in an alien 
and lost world. How does the “missién outpost” you belong to 
rate on the following points? 


1. Does our congregation work as if its primary aim is to reach 
out and make Christ known in this community and throughout the 
world? 


2. Have our church officers held an evaluation retreat to ex- 
amine our whole church life from the point of view of the fulfill- 
ment of our mission? 


3. What percentage of the congregational budget is used—S5 to 
25 to 50 per cent or more—for reaching out to others? 

4. Has our worship of God been confined to music, liturgy, 
prayer, and the Sunday service? Or have we sought a deeper 
fulfillment in supporting a wider outreach? 

5. Does our congregation have active groups that study and work 
on community problems and world problems? 

6. Is our church school showing children by example that the 
church is sent to reach out? 

7. Is the young people’s society actively ‘influencing school and 
social life? How many persons have we recruited from our church 
for full-time mission work? 

8. Do we have a keen sense of participating in the Christian 
approach to contemporary faiths such as secularism, humanism, 
communism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, etc? 

9. Have we admitted those of other races into our fellowship? 

10. Do groups from the same profession or occupation study how 
to express their Christianity in their work and make Christ known 
to their fellow-workers? 

11. What service project will our church undertake this year 
with other churches? 

12. Do we work and pray for the success of the church’s mission 
on every frontier? 


—ADAPTED from Christian World Facts, 1954. 











Letters to the Editors 





Wishes Church Could Be God’s House 





Fails Specifications 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


... I have several things I would like 
to write further on the race question, in- 
cluding a reply to Mr. Frank Cochran 
(OuTLOOK, Nov. 16). In his letter he asks 
you what you were driving at in regard 
to the race question. 

I think you and I are striving to fulfill 
the petition in the prayer Jesus taught his 
disciples to pray: “Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done.” We are trying to carry 
out the Great Commission which Jesus 
commanded, “Go and make disciples of 
all nations, teaching them to observe, etc.” 

I would like Mr. Cochran to answer this 
question which a chaplain at the 1950 
General Assembly said that American boys 
who were dying in his arms asked. They 
said to him, “Why, chaplain?” 

Jesus asked that same question on the 
cross, “Why?” The answer is, because 
of sin. God demands the shedding of 
blood for sin. He will accept a substitute 
and he accepted Christ’s sacrifice as a 
substitute for the sins of the world, and 
I believe the reason fine American boys 
have had to die is for the sins of America, 
one of the greatest being this sin of the 
South in regard to the Negro people. 

A Navy chaplain, speaking during the 
war at Columbia Seminary (World War 
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II), said that Christ was being crucified 
on a thousand hills. He meant fine Amer- 
ican boys were dying. Mrs. Anderson, our 
first woman Ambassador, who was Am- 
bassador to Denmark during the previous 
administration, said at the Democratic 
National Convention that one of the hard- 
est things the Ambassadors had to explain 
to people of other nations was the treat- 
ment of minorities in America. 

Several years ago a Negro young man 
was shining my shoes in a southern city. 
I think it was Charlotte. I asked him if 
he was a Christian. When he said “No,” 
I tried to explain to him why he should 
be a Christian. He said, “I don’t believe 
in a Jim Crow heaven.” I stopped speak- 
ing for I had nothing further to say. I 
think what he meant was that he did 
not believe in the Southern white man’s 
religion as it applies to the Negro. 

Well, I don’t either, and I could not 
recommend to him something I do not be- 
lieve in. So, if he serves the devil, I 
don’t wonder at it. 

At the Church Extension Conference in 
Montreat there are Mexicans, Indians, Ne- 
groes, as well as white people who attend 
the worship, discussion groups, reception 
and all eat in the cafeteria. As I left the 
last service which I attended at the last 
conference, I thought, ‘“‘Well, I have wor- 
shipped in God’s house for one week (God 
said, “My house shall be called the house 
of prayer for ALL people”) and now I 
will go back to serve as pastor of a South- 
ern Presbyterian Church for white people 
for the other weeks.” 

I thought, “I wish my church could be 
called God’s house,” but it doesn’t meet 
his specifications. 


TENNESSEE MINISTER. 
Name furnished on request. 


Also: Ala.-Tenn. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the Nov. 2 issue of THE OUTLOOK 
there is an article entitled “Young People’s 
Montreat Conference Changed.” In that 
article various actions of the Board of 
Christian Education are reported, among 
them the dividing of the region of Ar- 
kansas and Missouri into separate regions, 
each having its own Regional Director. 
In that paragraph is this statement, “This 
leaves only the regions of Texas-Oklahoma 
and Kentucky-West Virginia jointly 
served.” As you know, the Synods of Ala- 
bama and Tennessee are jointly served by 
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me, and I am sure that it was simply an 
oversight that they were not mentioned. 


JAMES J. ALEXANDER. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


William Black Home 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The William Black Home at Montreat, 
N. C. will be open for any Commissioners 
and guests of the General Assembly which 
meets in Montreat, May 27, 1954. Mrs. 
Pauline A. Allen has been elected manager 
and hostess of the home for the conference 
season of 1954 and all applications for 
reservations should be sent to her office. 
Her address is Maxton, N. C., c/o Presby- 
terian Junior College. 

Applications for reservations from Pres- 
byterians of the synod for conferences will 
be given priority up to JUNE 1. Any va- 
cancies remaining after that date may be 
filled by others within or without the Sy- 
nod of North Carolina. 


E. E. GILLESPIE, 
President of the Board. 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Letters Are Good Too! 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Keep up the good work. Your news, edi- 
torials and Dr. Thompson’s and Dr. Fore- 
man’s departments are tops. 


CHATTANOOGA, 


Santa Claus Business 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I’m sorry that Mrs. Welch watered down 
her Dec. 7 statement in regard to “Santa 
Claus” (OuTLOoK, Dec. 28). This Santa 
Claus business is absurd and downright 
pagan. Who do we want our children to 
worship, Santa Claus or God as revealed 
in Christ? Are we teaching that rewards 
are for those who have earned them, or 
that none has worth in the sight of God, 
yet nevertheless God has freely given him- 
self, his love, mercy, gruce and promise 
of life eternal? 

We would shudder if our children were 
giving adoration to a statue of a “saint” 
which someone had slipped into our sanc- 
tuary, but we think it cute when they 
show their wonder and adoration toward 
someone whom we have dressed up as 
“Santa Claus.” 

God gave his only Son that first Christ- 
mas, so now we teach our children to ex- 
pect to get toys or other things at Christ- 
mas. 

If we are to have this mysterious presen- 
tation of presents, it is a pity that Span- 
ish customs have not prevailed where 
Christmas is a religious holiday and the 
Wise Men are said to ride by on their 
way to Bethlehem on Epiphany. Children 
leave hay in their shoes on their window 
sills and after the camels have eaten the 
hay the grateful Wise Men leave simple 
gifts. At least such a fairy tale has some 
connection with the Christmas story and 
leaves Christmas for its true significance. 
It is heartening to hear the slogan, “Keep 
Christ in Christmas.” Now Santa Claus 
seems to have usurped His place even in 
our Presbyterian churches. 


Davip J. McGown. 
New York, N. Y. 
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Court Rules Against Seceding Group 


NASHVILLE, N. C. (RNS)-—Members 
of the North Rocky Mount Baptist 
church who voted last August to with- 
draw the congregation from the Southern 
Baptist Convention thereby “ceased to be 
a part of the true congregation and are 
not entitled to share in the use and pos- 
session” of its $250,000 property, Su- 
perior Court Judge Malcolm C. Paul 
ruled here. 

The decision was handed down follow- 
ing trial of a suit filed by four men who 
had been officers of the church until the 
congregation, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Samuel H. W. Johnston, voted 241 
to 144 to withdraw from the state and 
denomination-wide Southern Baptist or- 
ganizations. The congregation has 1,300 
members. 

Counsel for the group headed by Mr. 
Johnston immediately filed notice that 
the decision will be appealed to the State 
Supreme Court. Judge Paul directed 
that, pending judgment of the appeal, 
the two factions of the divided congrega- 
tion continue using the church for serv- 
ices at the different and specific hours 
he assigned them at the time the suit was 
instituted. 

In his 15-page decision, Judge Paul 
held that Mr. Johnston and his followers 
had “repudiated and departed from the 
doctrines, customs, practices and usages”’ 
of the Missionary Baptist churches by 
withdrawing from the Southern Baptist 
bodies. 


Left “True Congregation” 

“By setting themselves up as an in- 
dependent church,” he said, “the indi- 
vidual defendants have ceased to be a 
part of the true congregation, which con- 
sists of those who adhere and submit to 
the regular order of the church, local 
and general, whether a majority or minor- 
ity of the membership.” 

The judge also said it was established 
in the trial that Mr. Johnston “‘approves 
and is a disciple of the teachings and 
practices of the General Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches, a separate and 
denominational organization conducting 
and supporting activities and practices 
distinctive to itself.” He cited the min- 
ister’s record as a pastor of churches in 
the North affiliated with the latter body. 

He noted also that Mr. Johnston, prior 
to accepting a call to the North Rocky 
Mount church had assured officers of the 
congregation that “it was not his purpose 


or plan to cause the church to withdraw 
from the Southern Baptist Convention.” 

“A majority of the membership in any 
given Southern Baptist congregation,” 
Judge Paul said, “is entitled to control the 
church property so long as it remains a 
missionary Baptist church or true to the 
fundamental usages, customs, doctrines, 
practices and organization of missionary 
Baptists.” 


Withdrew Support 


But, he pointed out, after the August 
vote the seceding group stopped using 
Sunday school and other religious lit- 
erature of the Southern Baptist publish- 
ing house, withdrew its support from 
the mission program of the state and 
Southern Baptist Conventions and from 
Southern Baptists schools and seminaries, 
and “discharged several church officers 
and Sunday school teachers.” 


In addition, the judge noted, a new 
board of deacons set up after the August 
vote “approved and submitted to the 
congregation ‘Proposed Articles of Faith,’ 
some of which would require adherence 


Moderators See 


Virginia News Letter 


Richmonders turned out en masse for 
the recent convocation honoring the Mod- 
erators of the three major Presbyterian 
churches. Frank W. Price (U.S.), John 
A. Mackay (USA), and Samuel C. Weir 
(U.P.) came directly from their full day 
in Washington where they joined in the 
annual communion service in the Na- 
tional church. Each talked about the 
contribution of his own church in the 
present day. Dr. Mackay said that per- 
sonal preferences and prejudices are im- 
material. A tremendous challenge con- 
fronts Presbyterians, he said, and we 
cannot fulfil God’s purpose for his church 
today, we cannot be a worthy instrument 
in the hands of Jesus Christ in our sep- 
arateness. The only question, he said, 
is whether Jesus Christ has something 
he wants us to do in the 20th Century 
that we cannot do alone. Dr. Weir ex- 
pressed the conviction that the United 
Presbyterians are prepared today to be- 
come a part of a larger Presbyterian 
union. They see no use for a separate 
Presbyterian body as small as ours, he 
said. A far more effective witness could 


to doctrines and beliefs not heretofore 
required by the North Rocky Mount Mis- 
sionary Baptist church.” 

Judge Paul further cited Mr. Johnston’s 
testimony during the trial that he “re- 
quired exclusive use of his pulpit as a 
condition for serving” the church as a 
“departure from the customs of mission- 
ary Baptist churches.” 


Witnesses Called 


A number of Southern Baptist leaders 
testified as witnesses for the plaintiffs 
during the trial, and two Regular Bap- 
tist leaders appeared on behalf of the 
defendants. 

Among the former were W. W. Barnes 
of Fort Worth, Tex., historian of the 
Southern Baptist Convention; Douglas 
Branch of Rocky Mount and M. A. 
Huggins of Raleigh, N. C., president 
and general secretary, respectively, of the 
North Carolina Baptist Convention, and 
President Harold W. Tribble of Wake 
Forest (N. C.) College. 

Defense witnesses included R. T. 
Ketcham of Chicago, rational represent- 
ative of the General Association of Reg- 
ular Baptists, and Noel Smith of Sprinz- 
field, Mo., editor of the Bible Tribune. 


Need for Union 


be given if we stood together. Dr. Price 
said he had come to realize “what little 
differences divide us. Some would have 
us believe that they are vital differences 
but we have a common heritage.” He 
quoted Bishop Brent’s famous statement, 
“The world is too much for a divided 
church.” The Moderators went the next 
night for a joint meeting in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., and from there to Natchez, Miss. 


Faculty Conference 
Held in Lexington 


Virginia’s first Presbyterian faculty 
conference was held on a recent weekend 
in Lexington under the direction of Hun- 
ter B. Blakely of the Assembly’s Board 
of Christian Education. Dean Francis 
C. Rosecrance of New York University, 
Roland Frye of Emory, and Ian G. Bar- 
bour of Kalamazoo College were the 
speakers. Professors from nine Virginia 
colleges and universities attended. 


Bain Book Title 
Says, “It’s No Picnic’ 


Bernard FE. Bain, superintendent of 
the Presbyterian Home in Lynchburg is 








writing a book to be published by Simon 
& Schuster, New York, in September 
1954. Calling the book (tentatively, at 
least), It’s No Picnic, Dr. Bain explains, 
“They’re all mine, all 92 of ’em—and it 
certainly is no picnic.” In speaking 
about the book, the publishers call it one 
of the most promising to come into their 
hands in recent years, and there’s some 
talk of Hollywood interest in the manu- 
script. When the story about the book 
came out the Lynchburg paper gave a 
full page to it, with many pictures of 
Dr. Bain and the Home. 


Norfolk Area Continues 
Expansion Program 

The church-building program that has 
characterized the Norfolk area for more 
than ten years goes steadily ahead. Pres- 
bytery recently organized the Bayside 
church at Robbins Corner with 62 char- 
ter members under the leadership of S. 
K. Emurian. This is the presbytery’s 
fiftieth church. The Royster Memorial 
church is establishing an outpost at Lans- 
dale Gardens, a new residential develop- 
ment near the Municipal Airport. 


Clinic for High School 
Students Held by Presbytery 
Norfolk Presbytery will hear Hamp- 
den-Sydney’s D. Maurice Allan at its 
January 19 meeting in Franklin. Dr. 
Allan is director of the Vocational Guid- 
ance Clinic at the college. That night 
the presbytery, under Dr. Allan’s direc- 
tion, will hold a clinic for high school 
students who want help in the choice of 
their life’s work. 


Richmond Ministers Take 
Action on Segregation 

Protestant ministers of Richmond, vot- 
ing in their city Association, recently 
pledged themselves to petition the Vir- 
ginia General Assembly to repeal laws 
requiring racial segregation on common 
carriers and in public assemblies in the 
State. 


Ferre Talk Protested 
By Roanoke Minister 

When Nels F. S. Ferre came to the 
Roanoke Minister’s Conference for a re- 
cent all-day meeting, he was the subject 
of a letter of protest by one of the more 
conservative ministers who is not a mem- 
ber of the city conference. The attack 
sought to charge, by partial quotations 
from Ferre writings, that the Vanderbilt 
professor of religion and philosophy had 
leanings toward Communism. When Dr. 
Ferre appeared he answered the charge 
and those who heard him felt that he 
completely refuted his accuser. 





Miscellany 

Second church, Roanoke, completed a 
$250,000 building program in the fall. 

. . The Lexington church’s $250,000 
program will provide a new wing and 
complete remodeling of the old buildings. 
... A building campaign is underway in 
the Charlottesville church. . . . Important 
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“NO PICNIC,” = says 
Bernard E. Bain, head 
of the Presbyterian 
Home in Lynchburg, as 
he describes his work 
and the title of his 
book to be published 
next fall. Mary Chris- 
tine Richards looks 
over his shoulder. He 
wrote the book in long- 
hand. 


additions have been completed in the 
First church, Danville, and the Buena 
Vista and Timber Ridge churches. . . . 
Twelve colleges are now members of the 
Virginia Foundation for Independent 
Colleges. . . .Norfolk Presbytery’s three 
summer conferences at Camp Jamestown 
have been scheduled: Young People, 
June 14-19; Pioneers, June 21-26; Jun- 
iors, July 26-31. ...F. Crossley Morgan 
is leading a week of Bible studies in the 
First church, Norfolk, Jan. 17-22. 
A. H. HoLiincswortH, JR. 

Roanoke. 


Pastor Cites Evasion 
Of Segregation Issue 


RICHMOND, Va.—(RNS)—Molders of 
the Southern mind are selling education 
short by evading the issue of segregation, 
John H. Marion, Jr., pastor of the Bon 
Air Presbyterian church here, charged. 

Addressing some 80 members of the 
interracial Richmond Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Marion said the hard reali- 
ties of Negro-white relations are “‘ginger- 
ly skirted or openly tabooed” by the 
majority of the South’s influential educa- 
tors. He pleaded for a more realistic 
approach to racial problems. 

The clergyman said the idea of segre- 
gation and equality of opportunity work- 
ing together in the same social order 
should be exploded and added that it 
“will be exploded only by a calculated 
and vigorous policy of scientific, coura- 
geous and unremitting education.” 

“You don’t make a sick person well by 
feeding him medicine out of one bottle 
and poison out of another,” Dr. Marion 
said. 

He contended that the sidestepping of 
vital social problems in Southern col- 
leges has resulted in “twisted attitudes 
and immature feelings that make civil 
rights such a fighting phrase in the 
South today.” 








“We can no more meet and solve the 
problem by ignoring it in the classroom 
or the pulpit than we can wipe out the 
menace of Communism by the same head- 
in-the-sand tactics,” the pastor said. 


Florida Mission Chain 
Schedule Is Announced 


The schedule of the Florida Chain of 
Missionary Assemblies being followed 
Jan. 16-Feb. 25 is as follows: 


Jacksonville, Ft. Myers, 
Jan. 16-19 Jan. 31-Feb. 2 
Jacksonville Tampa, Feb. 2-4 
Beaches, Winter Haven, 
Jan. 17-18 Feb. 3-5 
Daytona Beach, Orlando, Feb. 6-9 
© 9 
Jan. 19-21 Winter Park, 
DeLand, Jan. 20-22 Feb. 7-9 
Sanford, Jan. 21-22 Vero Beach, 
Feb. 9-10 


St. Petersburg, 
Jan. 23-28 Ft. Pierce, Feb. 9-10 


Palm Beaches, 


Clearwater, ° 
Jan. 24-27 ee 
Miami, Feb. 13-17 
——.. Ft. Lauderdale, 
eo Feb. 14-16 
Bradenton, U. of Miami. 
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Feb. 17-19 
Sarasota, Fla. State U., 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1 Feb. 21-25 


The Presbyterian speakers will include 
Louis Evans, pastor-at-large of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA; Achille Deodato, 
Moderator of the Waldensian Church of 
Italy; Winburn Thomas, field representa - 
tive for the American mission boards in 
Indonesia; and Andrew T. Roy, person- 
nel secretary of the Presbyterian, USA, 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

Other speakers include: F. Olin 
Stockwell, Clarence W. Cranford, Oscar 
Rodriquez, Ida B. Scudder, “Kris” Jen- 
sen, Hikaru Yanagihara, Wm. Jones 
Gordon, Jr., A. Dale Fiers, Monica Bur- 
rell Owen, Stewart W. Herman, Eugene 
L. Smith. 
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@ A widely known and highly regarded leader in the 
church answers a question that many are asking... 


“WHAT IS TO BE GAINED BY UNION?” 


WO of my friends, well known lay- 

men in different parts of the South, 
have asked what is to be gained by union. 
They want to know the answer. They 
feel that drastic changes would occur. 
And they want to know if what is to be 
gained can compensate for the adjust- 
ments that would be involved. 

I have told them that many things will 
remain just as they are. And I have en- 
deavored to indicate some of the very 
real gains that would accrue to us as 
Presbyterians, particularly to those of us 
in the South. 

Let me point this out in somewhat more 
detail, looking at the matter from the dif- 
ferent levels of church life. 


1. In the Congregation and Session 

Here things will remain very much as 
they are. The session will remain in con- 
trol. The church will retain its connec- 
tion with the local presbytery, the synod 
and the General Assembly. All existing 
rights and service will be conserved. We 
will still have our budgets, our candidates 
for the ministry, our installation cere- 
monies and our local benevolence con- 
cerns. 

There is some difference between the 
USA Church and the US Church in the 
matter of trustees and deacons. No one 
would contend that the present function- 
ing of our own boards of deacons in re- 
lation to our sessions is always clear and 
satisfactory. Perhaps we can learn some- 
thing from others. At any rate, a period 
of ten years is provided for the working 
out of these differences. 

Congregations will have a much wider 
connection with the Presbyterian churches 
scattered over our country. The breadth 
of their educational outlook and connec- 
tion will be correspondingly enlarged. In- 
stead of six or eight foreign fields to 
study and with which to be in intimate 
contact, the number will be enlarged to 
twenty-five or thirty. The church will 
teach us more of our world. 


2. In the Presbytery 

Here, too, the situation after union for 
most of the presbyteries will remain 
largely as it is now. For some of our 
presbyteries there will be amalgamations 
with brethren of nearby USA presby- 





*Dr. Taylor, who is now associate pastor 
of the First church, Dallas, Texas, has 
served in many areas of the church’s life: 
pastor, missionary to China for 15 years, 
educational secretary of Foreign Missions 
for 13 years and in that and other connec- 
tions representing the church in many 
contacts with other denominations and 
cooperating bodies. 
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By H. KERR TAYLOR* 


teries. This will be true in Kentucky, 
West Virginia, Missouri, Tennessee, 
Florida, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas. 
These are one-half of the synods of our 
church. This will eliminate overlapping 
and competition, and will present a more 
united impact for Presbyterianism in 
each area. 

No change of doctrinal allegiance for 
the presbyteries is involved. And the 
same level of educational preparation for 
the ministry will be maintained. The 
general level and calibre of the ruling 
eldership will remain the same. The 
office bearers in the USA presbyteries in 
the South are Southern brethren with 
viewpoints very like our own. 

The responsibility for the doctrinal 
soundness of ministers in presbytery will 
remain as it is now with the presbytery. 
Nothing of this authority is surrendered 
to the synod or to the Assembly. This of 
course was the valid contention of those 
who signed the Auburn Affirmation. That 
much-discussed document appeared in 
what was an exceedingly unfortunate the- 
ological time and context for itself, but it 
was essentially Presbyterian. 


It was a protest against centraliza- 
tion of power in determining what is 
sound doctrine. That has always been, 
north and south, a function of presby- 
tery. 


3. In the Synod 


Here again as in presbytery there will 
be an enlarged fellowship, with ministers, 
elders and churches of both the present 
synods, US and USA, in many of our 
states being brought together. A more 
unified and significant impact on the 
state or area will be possible. A large 
amount of autonomy is provided on the 
synod level. 

Educational institutions, seminaries, 
orphanages, homes, home mission projects 
and other present responsibilities will be- 
come, according to the Plan, the respon- 
sibilities of the combined or enlarged 
synods. 

A number of colleges will become the 
shared concern of these enlarged synods, 
notably Maryville College in Tennessee, 
Wilson College near Asheville, North 
Carolina, Lindenwood and Park Colleges 
in Missouri, Trinity University in Texas, 
Johnson C. Smith College for Negroes 
in Charlotte, N. C. The colleges and 
schools at present controlled by our six- 
teen southern synods would enjoy the 
enlarged connection and support provided 
by at least 366,000 new members in our 


present area. Closer contact will also be 
available to financial boards and founda- 
tions in the East and other parts of our 
nation. 


4. In the General Assembly 


The three uniting churches will have 
one combined Assembly. Of course, the 
presbyteries of the three uniting denom- 
inations could not hope to send the same 
number of commissioners to the combined 
General Assembly as they now do, simply 
because that would make the new As- 
sembly entirely too large and unwieldly. 
Representation will have to be on the 
basis of the number of members in each 
presbytery. But where presbyteries are 
combined in any one area, they will, be- 
cause of their enlarged membership, have 
a proportionately larger representation in 
the Assembly. 

It is in the work of the Assembly 
through its boards and agencies that the 
most changes in union would occur. 


The Board of Pensions or Annuities 


The Board of Pensions of the USA 
Church, now in Philadelphia, and our 
church’s Board of Annuities and Relief in 
Louisville (or Atlanta) would of course 
be combined. However, this should present’ 
no great difficulty. It is provided in the 
plan that due arrangements shall care for 
the equitable adjustment of the rights and 
properties of all concerned. 


The Board of Christian Education 


The boards of Christian Education of 
all the three churches, located now in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Richmond, 
would of course be combined. Coopera- 
tive arrangements in the production of 
Sunday school literature, as is well 
known, have already been in operation for 
several years between our own church and 
two other denominations. What is not 
so generally realized is that there already 
exists, too, a very large amount of close 
cooperation between all the major educa- 
tional boards in subject matter, methods, 
and even material; we share much that is 
used by these other denominations. The 
exact city where the material is printed 
and published would for large areas of 
the church be only an academic matter. 
By our representatives in this work, 
through our evaluation of the published 
material as it is received, and our expres- 
sion of judgment on the content and 
method of this service, we would be in 
a position to extend the area of our in- 
fluence and witness into a much wider 
sphere. 








Our outlook and connections in higher 
education will be similarly enlarged; we 
will be brought into working contact with 
scores of other colleges, with a dozen 
other theological seminaries, more than 
140 workers on college campuses, and a 
well known and highly respected West- 
minster Press—all representing assets 
running into many millions of dollars. 

Our promotional methods, too, would 
profit by, and make a contribution to the 
combined task and effort. 


Home Missions or Church Extension 

In the field of Home Missions, or 
Church Extension many changes would 
occur, and here we have much to gain: 
the acquisition of a wider point of ref- 
erence, involving such matters as work 
with migrants, Japanese on the West 
coast, Indians on many reservations, 
Jewish evangelization, and work with 
Negroes albeit sometimes from a different 
point of view from our own. Political 
problems such as congestion of life in 
Puerto Rico, and statehood for Hawaii 
or Alaska would, too, begin to assume 
a more moral and religious reference. 

Radio work would enjoy a much wider 
connection. As Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
recent general secretary of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America has said: 

“Perhaps the most convincing illustra- 
tion of the need for united action, and not 
merely for coordination of denominational 
programs, is in the use of radio and tele- 
vision for a Christian witness on a nation- 
wide scale. There is such a limited num- 
ber of channels that a policy of approach- 
ug the networks by rival denominations 
would be self-defeating for all. Here isa 
type of Christian opportunity that is, by 
its very nature, non-competitive in char- 
acter.” 

The church must enlarge its use of 
this means of preaching and teaching, 
otherwise we shall lose our advantage in 
the capturing of men’s souls. 

In the field of Christian relations we 
would give added weight to such an ex- 
cellent paper as that recently prepared 
by Dr. John A. Mackay and issued by 
the USA General Council against com- 
munism and the current fanatical inqui- 
sitions in our land. 

Just where such a board would be 
located, involving all the functions of 
our own Board of Church Extension, fur- 
ther discussions must doubtless deter- 
mine. But the values of a wider frame 
of reference for us in our religious and 
social concern are obvious. 

World Missions 

In the area of World Missions particu- 
larly we have much to gain. And here 
because of my more intimate knowledge 
of this area of our work, I may write 
with more detail. In our closely knit 
world today the foreign service of no 
denomination, be it large or small, lives 
and serves alone. It cannot. Approach 
to our State Department in matters of 
travel and regarding the conflicting prob- 
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lems in distant areas of the world can- 
not in the nature of the case be consid- 
ered and determined by our government 
in a mere individual denominational 
framework. There are more than 200 
foreign mission boards in this country. 
All such interests, approaches and pro- 
cedures must, in the nature of the case, 
be pooled in a common effort and process 
for efficient handling by our government. 

This and other related necessities in 
the areas of strategy, personnel, promo- 
tion, and finance, have long ago brought 
into being the former Foreign Mission 
Conference of boards in this country and 
Canada, an organization which recently 
has become the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. We all 
look alike to the citizens of China, Japan, 
India and Africa. They can’t very well 
differentiate between Presbyterians US, 
USA, UP, Reformed, Dutch, or even be- 
tween Presbyterian groups and those who 
call themselves Methodists, Episcopa- 
lians, Baptists, Congregationalists, Lu- 
therans and the rest. 

What is important to notice here is 
that these 200 boards have established 
for themselves offices and conferences for 
discussion of mutual problems with many 
competent committees, commissions and 
agencies. A wonderful organizational 
arrangement it is. All work for each and 
each works for all. In war times the 
very continuance of our several mission 
services abroad was made _ possible 
through this combined process and ap- 
proach to our government as well as to 
the disturbed peoples abroad. This col- 
laborating process actually saved the lives 
of many of our workers, not to speak of 
the conservation of material properties. 

Now it is to be noted that all this 
activity centers largely in New York. 
Most of the larger boards of world mis- 
sions in this country are located there. 
Here most of the conferences and discus- 
sions take place. There are separate 
committees and meetings for the work 
in Japan, China, Africa, Mexico, Brazil, 
Korea, Europe, India, the Near East and 
other areas; they meet often, sometimes 
monthly, sometimes even more often. And 
there are similar gatherings of those re- 
sponsible for promotion, candidates, re- 
lief and finance. 

The boards in the New York area have 
the advantage of this counsel and coop- 
eration. Those not in the area miss much 
in information, counsel and understand- 
ing. It is difficult to convey this by mail in 
the minutes, as voluminous as these may 
be. A mere nominal connection will not 
avail. Succeeding absences from such 
counselling tends to breed a separatist 
mind, when the spirit of such discussions 
and projects is not shared. One or two 
boards not too favorably located with 
respect to the New York area, have es- 
tablished offices there to keep themselves 
and their constituents informed and 


abreast of the considered cooperative 
mind, and to insure that their own con- 
tribution is made. 


Much to Gain 


In this situation our own church in 
union would have much to gain. It is 
presumed that the board of World Mis- 
sions of the enlarged church would inev- 
itably be located in New York. No 
other location has been mentioned. Our 
church would at once begin to feel the 
stronger and warmer bonds of a closer 
and wider fellowship. Besides the new 
fields in Egypt, India, the Sudan, the 
Cameroun and the area of the Carib- 
bean, as well as in Brazil, China, Japan, 
Mexico, Korea and Siam—fields that the 
USA and UP churches would bring into 
our ken and responsibility, our adminis- 
tration would be brought into close rela- 
tionship with the vital and indispensable 
interdenominational study and counsel 
available in America’s largest city. As 
it works out today we must almost inev- 
itably follow the guidance of a large part 
of this study and counsel, albeit in much 
of this discussion and sharing of judg- 
ment we are now unable because of geo- 
graphical isolation, to play our part and 
make our contribution. 

Nashville is too far away. It is too 
isolated. It is not on the trunk lines of 
railway travel to the New York area. It 
takes all of twenty-four hours to travel 
from Nashville to New York by way of 
Louisville and Cincinnati, and twenty- 
four hours to return. The trip by Chat- 
tanooga and Bristol is longer. A day 
or so in New York added to such travel 
means the use of a large part of a week. 
Attendance at bi-monthly meetings, 
monthly meetings, and even semi-monthly 
meetings, is often out of the question. 
Air travel is expensive, and often not 
preferred. But to be absent from such 
important meetings is to fail to be a part 
of the nonetheless ongoing process and to 
fail to make our vital contribution to 
that program. 


Running foreign missions in Nash- 
ville is like running a wheat exchange, 
not in Chicago but in Birmingham, or 
a tobacco market not in Winston-Salem 
or Durham but New Orleans. 


It was in 1889 that the administration 
of our foreign mission work was moved 
from Baltimore to Nashville. It had 
resided in Baltimore for fourteen years 
and for fourteen years before that had 
been located in Columbia, South Caro- 
lina. In retrospect, and with the large 
development of the work, it is clear that 
the move from Baltimore was not a wise 
one. Baltimore as a location would have 
served the church better. But our board 
has done a good job in Nashville for 
sixty-four years in spite of the geograph- 
ical inconvenience. Nashville is a lovely 
city and a cultured one. Only one who 
has lived there can appreciate the strength 
of the ties that through the years have 
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been made. But the requirements of a 
new day are pressing. 

One sometimes wonders what it is we 
are so anxious to conserve in our present 
organizational arrangements. A small 
denomination in a sectional location 
simply cannot afford the staff and the 
travel that it takes to keep itself worthily 
abreast of the processes and services that 
the present closely interrelated world sit- 
uation demands. More and more are re- 
quired today in the steadily increasing 
inspection visits to the fields, conferences 
with national groups, interchange of 
leadership on both sides of the water, and 
all the other necessities of our interre- 
lated day. Promotional techniques are 
increasing in complexity and of course 
in cost. We simply will not be in a 
position to render efficiently through and 
to our denomination in isolation what 
could be better rendered in a more close- 
ly-knit cooperation and union. 


Face Problems Together 

Of course there are problems in all 
this. They are well known. And these 
other churches have them too. Together 
we can solve them. We should put our- 
selves in the best possible position to 
make our own vital contribution to this 
administrative task, to serve our members 
efficiently and to render the widest pos- 
sible service abroad. 


In particular, we have no right to 
withhold from the list of devoted young 
candidates who will be entering this 
service, the facilities, understanding 
and fellowship that a wider context 
will afford. 

In many respects here is the heart of 
the matter. Immediately on arrival on 
the field the young missionary is thrown 
into an interdenominational situation 
that is quite demanding, to which now he 
and his board here have to a large extent 
been strangers. The tides of thought and 
heated nationalism, too, which he must 
promptly face have often scarcely reached 
him in his sequestered area. We can 
render a distinct dis-service to our young 
candidates by sending them unprepared 
for their difficult life service. And we 
only compound the dis-service by sending 
them into the field with any trace of a 
feeling of superiority, separateness or 
preindisposition to play their part in the 
warm ecumenical fraternity that over the 
world is abuilding. 


The General Council 

Just one word about the matter of the 
General Council of the new church. Most 
of the arguments that are directed against 
the proposed General Council in the new 
organization could with equal effect be 
directed now against the directives of the 
General Council that our own church 
already has or indeed to any similar 
though necessary coordinating body that 
any forward-looking and ongoing organ- 
ization must have in today’s life if it is 
to fulfill its function. 
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What We Will Give in Union 


Of course, what we will give in union 
is the more Christian inquiry. It is the 
conviction of many within and without 
our church that we have much to give. 
The strength of our three Presbyterian 
bodies united in one strong group would 
put us all in a position to exert our in- 
fluence more widely in our nation and 
across the world. Presbyterianism has 
something vital to contribute today to 
world life. But it cannot be done piece- 
meal and in isolation. Our eight million 
Methodist friends and seven million Bap- 
tist friends are in a far stronger position 
than are we. Their large influence in 
lines of social, educational, radio-TV 
and evangelistic work is made possible 
by their more concentrated and more 
widely diffused effort and impact on 
the thought and life of our land. The 
world needs a larger Presbyterian in- 
fluence. We ourselves have much to con- 


* 
Presbyterian 
Reunion 


Will... 


1. Enrich the common life of the 
united church through the life, faith 
and heritage of each of the three 
churches. 

2. Heal the wounds of an ancient 
controversy. 

3. Ina shrinking world, be a more 
effective witness for Jesus Christ. 

4. Make a stronger church in 
those areas where our churches over- 
lap. 

‘ —EUGENE CARSON BLAKE, Stated 
Clerk, Presbyterian, USA. 


tribute to this larger influence, but often 
our faint voice in isolation is not heard. 
Presbyterianism has been one of the sig- 
nificant influences in American history; 
it would be much stronger in a united 
organization. 

We must make our contribution, or we 
will lose it. It is more and more difficult 
to make that contribution in isolation. 
And it still remains true (even for a 
church) that he that findeth his life shall 
lose it, and he that loseth his life shall 
find it. 


Today 


We have come into a new day in our 
nation and world. The pressing prob- 
lems and their solutions are immeasur- 
ably different now from what they were 
in 1861. Our fathers fulfilled their re- 
sponsibilities in their time. It is ours 
to meet the pressures and responsibilities 
of our own day. Economic and popula- 
tion changes have obliterated much of our 
sectional consciousness. Many of our 
present leading members were reared else- 
where than in the South. They have en- 


tered heartily into the work of our church, 
regarding it as the counterpart of their 
own; but, to say the least, they are con- 
fused at some of the attitudes which as 
Presbyterians in the South they must 
encounter from a section of our member- 
ship. Many of our own former members, 
too, now live and serve north and west 
of us. 

For years I have been one of those who 
have sought to see our denomination make 
its contribution in a close interdenomina- 
tional fellowship. And I have gloried 
in our influence and its possibilities. 
When representatives to the organizing 
National Council of Churches requested 
a clear statement as to the autonomy of 
the member churches and this was heart- 
ily granted, I gave my warm support to 
that vital association of Protestants in a 
world so badgered by the propaganda of 
Communists and Romanists. But the 
dismaying prospect today in our denom- 
ination is that the same vocal and sub- 
sidized element that is against union, is 
also as avidly opposed to the kind of co- 
operation provided by the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America. 


We face today a choice of either 
drawing ever more closely together with 
men who share with us the vital ele- 
ments of our faith, or withdrawing ever 
more definitely into a sectional and 
narrowing isolation. And meanwhile 
the world looks on. 


With clear recognition of all the prob- 
lems, ditficulties and adjustments that are 
involved, and frankly there will be many, 
it is nonetheless my conviction that we 
are offered more today in value and serv- 
ice by uniting than by remaining alone. 

Even if the union should not be con- 
summated as promptly as is desired, the 
effort will proceed. Through the years 
and through the careful work of our com- 
mittees on cooperation and union we 
have, under the direction of the General 
Assembly, brought into being understand- 
ings and processes that are invaluable. 
We have progressed a long way in the 
building of plans and arrangements. It 
may take us years to consummate the plan. 
Whether the particular plan before us 
succeeds or fails in these next two years 
is of relatively small moment. The ob- 
jective will eventually succeed. It must. 
The alternative offered us is of too little 
worth, too divisive, too sectional. Every- 
one in the South, regardless of how he 
voted a year ago, has rejoiced at the more 
independent mind and concern that has 
come into the political life and thought of 
our section. So it will be in our church 
affairs. 

There should be no permanent installa- 
tions or large building operations for ad- 
ministration within our fellowship until 
this matter is settled, and settled over a 
long range. It is inconceivable that the 
divisive counsels of a vanishing isolation 
will prevail. 
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EDITORIAL 
Why Should This Be? 


A store in a small Idaho town recently 
advertised that “in recognition of our 
financial obligation to support the 
churches of this community,” it would set 
aside, during one day, ten per cent of the 
price of each purchase to be turned over 
to the church designated by the customer. 

This sort of cheap publicity (whether 
intended or not) does the cause of re- 
ligion no honor. 

The firm or individual who feels that 
by advertising how or what he gives or 
by selling his goods because he gives the 
profits to “the church” sadly misses the 
spirit of New Testament giving. 

These people evidently fail to think 
how the principle would work if every- 
body else applied it in the same way- 
‘*“Come trade with me because I give thus- 
and-so to the church.” 

Not letting your left hand (or is it the 
right?) know is better. 














No State Interference 
Douglas Horton calls the recent de- 
cision of the New York State Court of 


Appeals ‘“‘a vindication of the right of 
religious groups to determine their own 
affairs without interference by the state.” 

Plans for the union of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches and the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed body were held up 
by a decision of the Court of Appeals 
until the recent decision cleared the way. 

Just what could have influenced the 
Appellate Division to stop the movement 
toward merger has never been clear but 
Dr. Horton is plainly right when he re- 
minds us of historic procedure. 

What the civil courts invariably do is 
to sustain the constitutional processes of 
the churches. 

Now, says Dr. Horton, looking toward 
the completion of the union which has 
been overwhelmingly approved by the re- 
spective bodies, “this paves the way for 
us to go ahead with plans to organize the 
United Church of Christ.” 


College Boys Know 

It is a good thing to see Davidson Col- 
lege students set their annual giving proj- 
ect at $5,000 to help the local Negro 
recreation center. The plan is, with the 
success of the fund, to move the YMCA’s 
Negro recreation hut to a new location, 
remodel it and provide a movie projector 
and TV. 

The organization is used by Negro 
clubs, lodges and other organizations. 

If this sort of gift helps the givers to 
be more concerned about the area of re- 
lationships, it will be good. If it is a 
substitute, it is bad. 


Good Helps 

We’ve been intending to tell you about 
several published helps you might be in- 
terested in. 

For instance, Kirby Page (Box 247, 
La Habra, Calif.) will provide a stim- 
ulating weekly column for use in local 
newspapers free of charge if ministers or 
editors will write him. Last year the 
series was used in 750 towns and cities 
in 45 states. The column is called, “Liv- 
ing with Peace of Mind.” 

* * * 

Platform. Do you know that monthly 
publication, available at $2 or provided 
free for clubs and educational groups? 
It is published by Newsweek, 152 W. 
42nd St., N. Y. 36. Past subjects dealt 
with: The McCarran Act; U. S. Prisons; 
Propaganda: The Battle for Men’s 
Minds; Divorce in America; Censorship; 
Security and Freedom, and many more. 

* oo 8 

The Massanetta Echoes. Massanetta 
Springs has the most stimulating Bible 
conference we know about. For the past 
six years the sermons and addresses have 
been recorded and printed in booklet 
form. Last summer’s (Vol. 6) is now 
available at $2 plus postage. Not only 
ministers but many other people will 
want to read the sermons by men like 
George Docherty, John A. Mackay, Roy 


L. Smith, Clovis Chappell, Chuck Tem- 
pleton, Louis Evans and many more. 


9n Passing 


ADD AUBURN: Several items were 

squeezed out of our Auburn story last 
week. For instance, the impact made on 
the convention by the 45 overseas stu- 
dents: from Brazil, France, Korea, For- 
mosa, China, Germany, Mexico and 
Japan. 














* * x 


WAYNE TODD, Union Seminary stu- 
dent, was the convention chairman and 
presided over the sessions with ease— 
and kept the schedule moving. 
* * * 
SOME people thought the convention’s 
young people were a bit more serious 
than others. Cited were the number and 
kind of books they bought. They ex- 
hausted the supply of Latourette’s includ- 
ing his big seven-volume series (auto- 
graphed), Mackay’s, Price’s and J. J. 
Murray’s books on hand. 
* * x 
AFTERMATH about those books. When 
“B” Lewis arrived home in Richmond 
(she is a traveling bookseller for the 
Presbyterian Board) she unloaded her 
car at the Lacy home on the seminary 
campus. On the first trip she took a 
briefcase containing $2,500 in cash and 
checks from the Auburn book sales. Be- 
fore she could get back to her car a suit- 
case with her own belongings in it was 
stolen—trecovered with most of its con- 
tents next day. 
x * x 
OXNAM book. Bishop Oxnam has 
signed a contract with Harpers’ for 
his book, Investigation or Inquisition! 
A Personal Experience with the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. Pub- 
lication is scheduled for April. 
* * x 
ABSENTEE ministers in Louisiana 
Presbytery (i.e., not present or excused 
when presbytery meets) are to be sub- 
jected to a bit of attention by their 
brethren—if a resolution adopted at the 
last meeting is followed. At least, the 
Stated Clerk has been instructed to write 
them a letter. 


Enrolled .. . 


Additional enrollments in the Town 
and Country Church Development Pro- 
gram (OvuTLOOK, Dec. 28) are reported 
as follows: 


OKLAHOMA 

GEORGIA Coalgate 
Wiley SOUTH CAROLINA 
NORTH CAROLINA  ©00d Hope, Iva 
Philadelphia, Mat- TENNESSEE 

thews Ripley 
Mills River, Horse VIRGINIA 

Shoe Bethany, Zuni 
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SIN IN THE PARKING LOT 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Whoever knows what is right to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.”—James 
4:17. 


HERE is a certain parking lot re- 

served for the saints. That is, it is 
a parking lot attached to a theological 
seminary. Everyone about the place is 
a professing Christian, indeed practi- 
cally all are devoted Christians and good 
citizens. 

Nevertheless the parking lot is a place 
of sin. The seminary teaches a doctrine 
which some Christians think is much too 
dark and severe, namely that no one is 
quite free from sin, that even saints are 
never lily-white, that original sin is so 
deep-rooted and persistent that the long- 
est Christian life is not long enough to 
be rid of it. Those who find this doc- 
trine too harsh should be invited to spend 
a few hours some day observing the park- 
ing lot. It would be a cold day (i.e., a 
day on which many cars are left behind 


or frozen en route) which one would. 


be able to call sinless. 

It is true, no one ever sees “Sin.” 
All one sees are particular sins. But 
where there is fruit one suspects root. 
And many of the characteristic features 
of sin in the concrete may be observed 
in the parking of the saints. Translated 
into the language of the street, the symp- 
toms may be described quite simply. 

“It’s such a little one.” Sin somehow 
never looks big to the sinner, at the time. 
And sinners at the wheel of cars looking 
for a place to park are no exception. The 
wheel is just a few inches over the line 
—what’s a few inches? Nothing except 
that it makes the next parking spot just 
a few inches too narrow to let another 
car in. By taking up those few inches 
one might as well have taken up two 
spaces instead of one. Then the parker 
if he heads into the wrong spot, one he 
knows has been assigned to someone 
else, will think, “I’ll be here such a short 
time, it doesn’t matter.”’ Sometimes that 
works, sometimes it doesn’t. A ten-min- 
ute visitor can cause considerable trouble 
for someone who needs the place the rest 
of the day. It’s like the woman who left 
her car in front of a fireplug and later 
explained to the police: “Why, I never 
thought they’d have a fire in the little 
while I was there!” 

“This time doesn’t count.” The sin- 
ner—or the sinning saint—always tends 
to reduce, in his own mind, the number 
of times he commits a wrongdoing. Gen- 
erally (his mind runs), I am a law-abid- 
ing person; the many times I have been 
good will surely cancel out the few times 
I have been bad! The parking lot shows 
what a mistake that is. A driver who 
hasn’t parked his car in the wrong way 
or the wrong place for six weeks can 
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cause just as much confusion and trouble 
when he does misplace himself, as if he 
had been a chronic offender. A sin that 
is rare is still a sin; a sin that is an ex- 
ception to a usually unexceptionable life, 
is still sin. 

“I’m giving no worse than I got.” A 
driver, irritated by being forced out of his 
paid-for spot, will move into some other 
man’s paid-for spot, with very little pain 
of conscience. Sin often works like that. 
A man will feel so aggrieved by what 
society has done to him that he lashes 
out in revenge. Or a person who has 
been “sat on” or “jumped on” by some- 
one to whom for politic reasons he can- 
not talk back, will take it out by sitting 
or jumping on some other defenseless 
person. A man takes revenge on his wife 
for his bcss’s meanness, or his wife will 
make life miserable for her husband 
because her club has made it miserable 
for her. 

“T don’t know whose this spot is, but 
I’m sure he won’t mind my taking it.” 
It somehow is much easier to take what 
doesn’t belong to you when you don’t 
know from whom you are taking it. We 
don’t hesitate to be rude, or worse, to 
persons we don’t know at all (as on a 
crowded bus) in ways that would make 
us quite ashamed if we knew the people 
we are shoving. It is easier to “beat” a 
bus company or a railroad than a neigh- 
bor. It is easier to be unjust to classes 
of people (such as farmers, teachers, 
Jews and so forth) than to persons ac- 
tually known to us as individuals. Sin 
seems to be smoothed away when we 
haven’t been introduced to the people 
it hurts. But of course it isn’t. 


NE or two other features of sin in 

the parking lot can hardly be put 
into definite language, because the mis- 
parker does not put them into words. 
They are more attitudes than thoughts. 
One is the sense of personal importance. 
Laws, including parking regulations, 
seem (to me the violator) to be for the 
masses, they are not for really important 
persons like myself. What may be wrong 
for ordinary persons, what certainly is 
very wrong when done to me, is no more 
than my proper privilege when I do it! 
Most serious of all, perhaps, because most 
deeply hidden in the mind, is the feeling 
that what isn’t known makes no differ- 
ence. In extreme form this works out as 
the hit-and-run procedure. How many 
dents in the fenders of parked cars have 
been inflicted by persons unknown! The 
sinner feels that his sin can be left be- 
hind him, that so long as no one makes 
the connection between the sin and him- 
self, there is no connection. There is 
no more fatal error. It is easy enough 
to back off, or run off, from the scene of 
a sin; one can run away from the mem- 
ory of it, or the report of it. But from 
sin itself, once committed, there is no 
shaking loose this side of confession 
and forgiveness. 


It can often be said, in defense of a 
series of violations, that the chain-reac- 
tion that caused so much trouble was 
started by some conscienceless juvenile in 
a jalopy who barged in where he didn’t 
belong, some rank sinner in the ranks 
of the saints. Well, it is true that we 
live in a wicked world. It is true that 
many of the misdeeds of the children of 
light are caused by the sons of darkness. 
But does anyone honestly suppose that 
even if no one from “the outside” shoved 
us into sin, we never would think of 
it ourselves ? 





Ss 


CHAPEL ON WHEELS—This Presbyterian Chapel has just been put in use in the Aiken, 





S. C., H-bomb plant area, moving among the trailer camps. Warner L. Hall, pastor of the 
Covenant Church in Charlotte, N. C., which was one of the churches providing the $2,000 


equipment in it, is shown here inspecting the trailer. 
the trailer itself which operates under the Assembly’s Board of Church Extension. 


Second church, Memphis, provided 
Other 


help for the equipment came frome the North Avenue church, Atlanta, First churches of 
Wilmington and Durham, N. C., and Bramwell, W. Va. 
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EDITORS’ NOTE—The follow- 
ing items, released on succes- 
sive days, tell an interesting 
story of developments in Can- 
ada. 








Ist DAY 


Better Understanding 
Urged in Canada 


Toronto (RNS)—Better understand- 
ing between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics was urged at the inaugural 
meeting here of the Alliance Canadienne. 
The new organization seeks to promote 
amity between French and _ English- 
speaking Canadians. 

Father Arthur Maheux, history profes- 
sor at Laval University in Quebec and 
one of the Alliance organizers, stressed 
the importance of “understanding rather 
than fearing one another’s religion.” 

“Most religious disputes are caused by 
fear of being suppressed by another de- 
nomination, which is certainly far from 
the aims of the Roman Catholic Church,” 
he said. 

“Even in a strongly Catholic province 
such as Quebec, you never hear of Pro- 
testants complaining of being subjected.” 

Father Maheux outlined cultural and 
ethnic differences which the Alliance 
would have to overcome, including a dif- 
ferent concept of values. 

“Of all the European heritages, both 
French and English,” he said, “the Eng- 
lish-speaking Canadians value, in order 
of importance, government, democracy, 
trade and commerce, education, language 
and religion. To the French-Canadian 
it is just the opposite.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Protestant 
representatives, C. E. Silcox of Toronto, 
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a United Church of Canada minister and 
author, termed the Alliance an “experi- 
ment which will make not only a new 
Canada but show the way to a new 
world.” 

Dr. Silcox said that in today’s world, 
where Christianity itself is at stake, it 
is up to Canada to set an example in in- 
ternational relations by welding a united 
country out of two distinct cultures. 

“United we may stand,” he said, “but 
divided we will inevitably fall.” 


2nd DAY 


Martin Luther Movie 


Banned in Quebec 


New York (RNS)—The film ‘“Mar- 
tin Luther” has been barred from public 
showing in the Province of Quebec, Can- 
ada, by the Board of Censors there. 

This was revealed here by Henry 
Endress, executive secretary of Lutheran 
Church Productions, sponsor of the film. 
He said his agency would appeal to the 
board to reverse its decision. 

“We believe that no board of censors 
has the right to censor history,” Mr. En- 
dress said. “It has no right to keep from 
thousands of people an inspiring and 
most timely film about religious free- 
dom.” 

Mr. Endress added that “every person 
interested in freedom of conscience and 
the free exchange of ideas, including 
people of all faiths everywhere, must be 
shocked by the Quebec censorship 
agency’s action.” 

In Montreal alone, Mr. Endress 
charged, the board’s ruling would ‘“de- 
prive at least 400,000 persons of the 
Protestant tradition, as well as hundreds 
of thousands of others, of the right to see 
this motion picture dealing with sincere 
religious convictions.” 

The movie, a dramatization of the life 
of the 16th century Protestant Reforma- 
tion leader, was filmed on location in 
West Germany last year for Lutheran 
Church Productions by Louis de Roche- 
mont Associates Inc. of New York. 

It recently was named one of the 10 
best pictures of the year by the National 
Board of Motion Pictures, the New York 
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Times, and the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Mr. Endress said. 

Mr. Endress said “Martin Luther” was 
produced ‘“‘on the basis of careful re- 
search of original documents and works 
from the pens of both Roman Catholic 
and Protestant historians.” 

“Tt is considered,” he said, “a major 
contribution toward community under- 
standing which, in part, is dependent 
upon one neighbor understanding why 
another neighbor has deep religious con- 
victions and how he got them.” 


3rd DAY 


Quebec Censors 
Explain Ban on 
‘Martin Luther’ 


MontTrREAL (RNS) — The Quebec 
Board of Censors barred the film “Mar- 
tin Luther” from public showing in the 
province on the grounds that it would 
“arouse undue antagonistic sentiments,” 





according to Alexis Gagnon, board chair- 
man. 

He said the eight-man board arrived 
at this decision after it had viewed the 
film on the 16th century Protestant re- 
former, previously booked for showing 
in Montreal early in 1954. 

Mr. Gagnon explained that other films 
had been barred in the past because non- 
Catholics objected. 

“We barred the English film ‘Oliver 
Twist,’ ” he said, “because Jewish groups 
protested that the portrayal of Fagin the 
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Jew might lead people to think of all 
Jews as being malicious.” 

The board also barred another film, 
Mr. Gagnon said, because it dealt with 
a narrow-minded Protestant minister. 

“It has always been the goal to keep 
religious friction at a minimum in Que- 
bec, where there are so many varied 


groups,” he said. 

“T can fully understand how many 
Protestants might find ‘Martin Luther’ 
of interest. Some Catholics might not 
get excited about it. But there are those 
who might, and we do not wish to see 
conflict over it.” 


ROUND-UP ON THE AUBURN ADDRESSES 





Templeton: All Are Evangelists 


AuBuRN, Ala. (RNS)—More than 
2,000 young people from 22 states and 
seven foreign nations took part in a re- 
dedication and commitment service which 
closed the fifth quadrennial youth con- 
ference of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
here. 

The service followed an address by 
Charles “Chuck” Templeton, evangelist 
for the National Council of Churches. 
He told the young people: 

“I am no more an evangelist than you 
are. The church needs to rediscover that 
we are all evangelists. If the church 
member is not willing to be a witness, he 
should give up his claim to Christianity.” 

The task of the young Christian today, 
Mr. Templton said, is to evangelize the 
world in a generation. 

“In a very real sense,” he said, “the 
church must be evangelized within the 
generation, for the church is always with- 
in one generation of extinction. Every 
new generation must be won for Christ.” 

Warning that ‘another form of evange- 
lism also is active,” Mr. Templeton said: 

“The Communists have evangelized the 
world in one generation—have borne wit- 
ness to their faith in every nation. They’re 
beating us at our specialty. Our specialty 
is consecration. The Communist is con- 
secrated to his faith. It will only be when 
we match the Communist’s consecration 
that we will completely stop its spread.” 

Because of this, he continued, “the 
history of the world depends on this gen- 
eration of Americans.” 

Mr. Templeton scored both “the con- 


spiracy of silence”—in which the Chris- 


tian is ashamed to witness to his faith— 
and the ‘over-zealous buttonholer.” And 
he emphasized that “the ideal Christian 
life does not merely speak the phrases 
but witnesses the truth of Christ.” 

He urged the young Presbyterians to 
make their chosen profession, whatever it 
might be, a Christian calling. 


Don’t Stop With Discussion 

James A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., pas- 
tor, told the young people that “one of 
the serious difficulties of being seriously 
Christian is the tendency to dissipate the 
energy of faith in discussion.” He chal- 
lenged the young people to make of their 
faith and Church membership an adven- 
ture—‘‘an enterprise, not a discussion 
alone.” 

In another part of his talk, Dr. Jones 
discussed the church’s relationship to the 
individual. Because the church takes 
seriously the real issues of life, he said, 
it is the place where the individual can 
bring his faith to bear on the world. 

Another speaker was Kenneth Scott 
Latourette, noted church historian and 
former chairman of the religion depart- 
ment of Yale Divinity School. His topic 
was “The Darkness Has Not Overcome 
the Light.” 

Dr. Latourette showed how repeatedly 
Christianity has faced periods of dark- 
ness, each time emerging stronger, geo- 
graphically more wide-spread, and with 
a greater hold on the minds and hearts 
of mankind. He said there are signs 
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which already point to “the inevitable 
triumph of the Christian faith over con- 
temporary darkness.” 


Price: Limitless Resources 

Earlier, Frank W. Price, the General 
Assembly’s Moderator, challenged the 
youths to face 1954 with Christian reso- 
luteness, ‘‘not with resolutions that will 
be quickly forgotten.” 

“Each Christian enters 1954 with lim- 
itless resources given by God,” he said. 
‘“‘Whether we will be stronger Christians 
during this year; whether the youth 
movement in our church will find new 
strength and growth depends on our reso- 
luteness in making use of these limitless 
resources.” 

Dr. Price also challenged his young 
listeners to increase their own inner re- 
sources of faith, hope, love and courage 
“by drawing deeply from God’s love.” 
The former missionary to China said: 

“I know the limitlessness of God’s sup- 
porting love. When the Communists held 
my wife and me for many months, and 
forced old friends to hurl false charges at 
us, I was deeply disturbed. But we found 
that whenever we took our burdens to 
God in prayer, release from unbearable 
pressure came quickly. We lived through 
two tense years on the resources of God. 
God is able to keep us—we know—we 
have experienced it.” 

Mackay Has Keynote 

In the keynote address, John A. Mac- 
kay, the Presbyterian, USA, Moderator, 
spoke on “The Darkness that Defies the 
Light.” Dr. Mackay said that “anyone 
who reflects on the state of the world 
will admit that ‘darkness covers the earth 
and thick darkness the people.’ ” 

“But I am not speaking as a pessi- 
mist,” he said, “for the truth is that I 
have never been more buoyed up by Chris- 
tian hope. Understanding of contem- 
porary darkness is possible only in the 
light of Christianity.” 

Speaking of the challenge posed by 
Communism, Dr. Mackay said it was 
futile to try to deal with Communism 
‘‘as a police matter when, in fact, it is 
an idea.” 

“An idea, a faith—and Communism is 
a secular faith of great vitality—cannot 
be dealt with by force. Never in history 
has force overcome a faith. Ideas must 
be met by better ideas, and the Commu- 
nist faith must be met by a better faith. 

“We have in the Christian faith a 
greater thing than Communism because 
it is true while Communism is a lie.” 

In South Africa, the theologian said, 
“the absolutism of the white race” is be- 
ing made an idol while in this country 
another type of “idolatry” is arising 
through “the demand that men make a 
faith of the struggle against Commu- 
nism.” 

“T am against Communism but I be- 
lieve in the use of a positive faith to 
overcome it,” Dr. Mackay said. “The 
type of anti-Communistic faith being de- 
veloped here is, in the light of Christian 
truth, just another idolatry, a gross dark- 
ness.” 
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FAITH THAT MAKES WHOLE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for February 6, 1954 
John 5:2-18 


John wrote his Gospel that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing we might 
have life in his name (20:31). 

In chapter 1 he presents the first wit- 
nesses and in chapter 2 the first signs. 
Chapter 3 centers about Jesus’ conver- 
sations with Nicodemus; chapter 4 about 
his conversation with a Samaritan wom- 
an. In chapter 5 we have a miracle—the 
cure of a lame man at the pool of Bethes- 
da, followed by a conversation with the 
ecclesiastical leaders. The chapter falls 
into two main divisions. 


1. The Sign at the Pool of Bethesda, 

5:1-8 

The chapter begins with a statement 
of time—‘“After this there was a feast 
of the Jews.” But how long after the 
events of the preceding chapter we are 
not told. We only know that it was at a 
time when Jerusalem was crowded with 
visitors and that Jesus was also there, 
eager to proclaim the good news concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God. His popularity 
with the people was undiminished, but 
the rulers were convinced that he was 
a dangerous radical. They eyed him 
now with undisguised enmity, “willing 
to wound and yet afraid to strike,” until 
his action on the Sabbath day gave them 
their desired opportunity. 

On this Sabbath Jesus went to the 
“sanitarium,” a celebrated medicinal 
pool near the Sheep Gate (mentioned in 
Nehemiah 3:1, 12:39). Around the 
pool, porches had been built for the 
protection of those who came to bathe. 
There were small compartments, covered 
overhead and open toward the pool. The 
pool was called in Hebrew Bethzatha (or 
Bethesda), which means ‘‘House of Mer- 
cy.” The probable site of this ancient 
sanitarium was located in 1888, when two 
large pools, each 12'4 feet wide, one 55 
and the other 60 feet long, were discov- 
ered, leading to which there was a flight 
of twenty-four steps. There was a porch 
on each of the four sides of these two 
pools and one porch in the middle, sep- 
arating the two, making five porches in 
all. 

These pools seem to have been fed by 
an intermittent spring, which at irregular 
intervals burst up with a gush and a bub- 
ble, and which, perhaps, had some me- 
dicinal value. It owed its fame, however, 
chiefly to the healing power of faith and 
expectation. A legend had attached it- 
self to the spot and the porches were 
never empty. There were people there 
who had various kinds of diseases, those 
who were blind, those who were lame 
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(halt), those who were paralyzed (with- 
ered limbs). The KJV adds, “waiting 
for the moving of the waters, for an angel 
of the Lord went down at certain seasons 
into the pool and troubled the water: 
whosoever then first after the troubling 
of the water stepped in was made whole, 
with whatsoever disease he was holden.” 
This verse is omitted in the RSV, and 
properly so, for it is not found in the 
earliest manuscripts and versions. 

As David Smith remarks: 

“It is in no wise strange that this legend 
should have made its way into the sacred 
text. The like has happened in not a few 
other passages of Scripture. After the 
fashion of early days the popular fancy 
was noted by a careful reader on the mar- 
gin of his copy of the Gospel and after- 
ward a scribe, mistaking it for an acci- 
dental omission, would insert it in what 
he deemed its proper position in the body 
of the narrative.” 

The words added to the original text 
describe the belief of the waiting throng, 
but they do not necessarily describe the 
actual facts. 

Jesus went into the House of Mercy 
and cured one of the patients, a man who 
had been paralyzed for 38 years. Why 
this man and none other? Some think 
because he was the neediest, the most 
friendless, the most helpless, and the 
most hopeless. Others would agree with 
Dr. Willett: 

“Probably because the others laughed 
at the idea of this teacher being able to 
help them and refused to try to stand up. 
But one man was willing to give Jesus the 
benefit of the doubt and he was rewarded.” 

Whatever the explanation it is impor- 
tant to note that there were three stages 
in the man’s cure, as suggested by the 
words of Jesus. 

(1) The Question, “Do you want to 
be healed?” ‘This question, as Snowden 
says, ‘‘was not irrelevant and _ useless, 
but was just the one that needed to be 
pressed sharply into the man’s conscious- 
ness and conscience. He had lain there 
so long and so helpless that he had lost 
hope and almost lost interest and had 
become reconciled to his condition.” The 
man’s answer shows how appropriate 
Jesus’ question really was, for it reveals 
utter hopelessness. And before Jesus 
could help him, that hope must be re- 
vived. 

It does not necessarily follow that the 
man did not want to be healed. ‘In the 
realm of spiritual infirmity, however, 
there are many who have no expectation 
of being healed. They are painfully con- 
scious of their weakness and their sins, 
but they have no hope of recovery. Some 


have no desire. They love sin. For them 
the life of holiness and purity has no 
attraction. They may be at Bethesda; 
they may be familiar with church and 
sacraments, but they have no more than 
the vaguest hope of ever being made 
whole.” In this realm too Jesus cannot 
work a cure until hope has been revived. 

Alcoholics Anonymous have proved in 
innumerable cases that they can reclaim 
the most hopeless drunkard—but not 
until he wants to break the habit that 
binds him. We will never be healed of 
our moral maladies until we are con- 
scious of our needs and want to be healed 
—until we are ready to believe that he 
can help us. 

Doctors tell us that many of our 
bodily ailments are self-imposed. They 
are ways of escape from an unpleasant 
reality which we are unwilling to face, 
and are subconsciously welcomed by the 
sufferer as the easiest way out of his dif- 
ficulty. Many patients die because they 
do not choose to live. In every realm, 
therefore, Jesus’ question is still in order, 
“Do you want to be healed?” 

(2) The Command: “Rise, take up 
your pallet and walk.” The pallet was 
only a blanket or mat which could be 
easily rolled up and carried. Neverthe- 
less this was an impossible command for 
a paralytic. But something in Jesus’ 
manner, something in his tone, or in his 
personality, led the cripple to attempt the 
impossible. And attempting the impos- 
sible at Christ’s command, he achieved 
the impossible. Snowden wisely com- 
ments, ‘The command of Christ is al- 
ways a promise; whatever he bids us do 
he will give us power to perform.” 

(3) The Warning: “Sin no more, that 
nothing worse befall you,” (vs. 14). 
Snowden adds: 

“It might seem that such a caution was 
unnecessary. Thirty-eight years of suf- 
fering brought on by sin might seem suf- 
ficient to keep a man from a further 
yielding to its power. The sad truth is 
that no amount of suffering brought on 
by sin makes one hate sin, however much 
he agonizes over the results. The only 
safety lies in yielding the will to the will 
of the Savior.” 

To Consider: We know that a man 
can bring on physical disabilities by 
wrong living; can he also become physi- 
cally ill by wrong thinking, by failing to 
control his emotions? Does faith always 
cure? What are the virtues and what 
the defects of the various faith-healing 
religions? How can the church mani- 
fest the healing spirit of Christ? Why 
are more Christian doctors needed ? 


Il. The Discourse on the Son as the 
Source of Life, 5:9-47 

The religious leaders were not inter- 
ested in the paralytic’s cure; they were 
disturbed over the breach of the Sab- 
bath, occasioned first by the healed man 
carrying his mat, and second, by the 
fact, that Jesus had dared to heal him 
on the Sabbath. Their outspoken criti- 
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cism of Jesus led to his discourse on the 
Son as the Source of life. We note (1) 
the claim, and (2) the witness. 

1. The Claim. In explaining his ac- 
tion, Jesus claimed that his activity was 
in perfect accord with God’s activity- 
“My Father is working still and I am 
working.” If God does not cease to work 
for man’s good even on the Sabbath, 
Jesus indicates, there is no reason why 
he or others should do so. 

But Jesus’ words have further mean- 
ing, as revealed in his subsequent dis- 
course. He claims here to work the 
works that God himself works. 


“The divine activity which Jesus claim- 
ed to share with the Father was two-fold, 
and neither function could be performed 
by man. He was, as illustrated by his 
miracles, the Giver of Life, and he was 
the Judge of mankind. This activity was 
in each case both present and future. He 
was even then the source of spiritual life 
and renewal. He alone could heal the 
morally impotent. He could raise the 
soul from spiritual death, but the hour 
was coming when he would raise from the 
grave those who were under the power of 
physical death. So, too, this judgment, 
like the power of the resurrection, in- 
cludes both the present judgment for 
which Jesus said he was coming into 
the world and which men pass on them- 
selves by the very fact of their attitude 
toward him and his Gospel, and also the 
future final judgment, which manifests 
character and determines destiny. Jesus, 
therefore, refers to two resurrections: a 
spiritual resurrection, in which all be- 
lievers in him are now, in this present 
age, rising to new life (vss. 24-25), and a 
bodily resurrection, which is still future; 
but of both he is the Author and Agent. 
Could any man, save the divine Son of 
God, make such a claim as this?” 


(2) The Witness (vss. 30-47). Jesus’ 
claims rest not on his testimony alone, 
nor on that of John the Baptist, but on 
that of the Father (30-35). The Father's 
testimony is evident in the work effected 
by the Son (vs. 36) and in the Old Tes- 
tament revelation, which the leaders of 
the nation have failed to understand 
(37-47). 


For Us 

Two verses in this passage have par- 
ticular value for our own time: 

1. Jesus’ Question: “Do you want to be 
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healed?” This inquiry addressed to the 
paralytic is an inquiry addressed by Jesus 
toevery man. “Do you want to be healed 
of your physical disability, of your moral 
fault, of your spiritual poverty?” He 
speaks not only to those tempted to des- 
pair, but also to those who are satisfied, 
and to those who aspire to better things. 
‘Do you want to be healed?”” The ques- 
tion is addressed not only to the indi- 
vidual, but also to the human race, to 
all mankind. We know now that the 
civilization of which we were once so 
proud is sick and that unless the diseases 
which have caused so much suffering are 
checked it may die. 

The fact that it is a question, however, 
indicates that there is a condition to be 
fulfilled. ‘Do you want to be healed?” 
Then—‘“Rise, take up your pallet and 
walk.” 

“The help of God had come near; the 
man had his chance; it lay with him to 
seize and to use it. Even if his will had 
been wearied into sleep by the disappoint- 
ments of many years it was awakened by 
the approach of the will of Christ and 
by his startling question. The potency 
even of the impotent was invited to con- 
sent to the working of Almighty Love. 
By its consent it was invited to co-op- 
erate.” 

And unless the sick man had responded 
to Christ’s invitation, unless he had been 
willing to cooperate there would have 
been no cure. 

So with us, so with our nation, so 
with our world. The healing power of 
Christ is available, but available only as 
we are willing to respond to his com- 
mand, relying upon the strength which 
even now he is ready to bestow. 

2. Jesus’ Revelation: ‘My Father is 
working still, and I am working.” Three 
thoughts are suggested by this statement: 

(1) The world is not finished. If 
God is still working, nothing is finished. 
For more than a million vears our earth 
has been rolling in space, but it is not 
finished. For more than six thousand 
vears civilization has been developing, 
but civilization has not yet fulfilled its 
mission. More than nineteen hundred 


vears ago, Jesus said, “The Kingdom of 
But Jesus’ work is 
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not yet completed. For seventy years 
more or less man lives with his hopes and 
his aspirations and his dreams and then 


he dies. Many are cut off before they 
really begin to live. But man is not 
finished. As someone has said: 


“There are many arguments for im- 
mortality; but none is more cogent than 
the argument of man himself. In two 
senses: first, the argument of what man 
already is; and second, the argument of 
what he is not—the fact that man is not 
yet finished.” 

But there is another thought suggested 
bv Jesus’ words: 

(2) God is at work. The pagan world 
never thought of a toiling God. But 
Jesus taught us not only that God loves, 
but also that God works. 

“The old Greeks pictured their deities 
as living in a distant Olympus quaffing 
their nectar, pursuing their own pleasures, 
but aloof from and unconcerned about the 
affairs of men. The Deists of the 18th 
century thought of God as a kind of ab- 
sentee landlord. He has made the world; 
set it going; and then left it to itself. 
That is, it may be, how we sometimes are 
tempted to think of God still—remote, 
aloof, unconcerned, But that is not the 
Bible view of God.” 

The Bible reveals that he is still work- 
ing to carry out his great purposes for 
mankind. He has pledged to us the final 
victory. So in spite of failures and de- 
feats, we struggle on, cherishing the exult- 
ant hopes of a new heaven and a new 
earth. This leads us to a third thought 
suggested by Jesus’ words: 

(3) God invites our cooperation: “My 
Father is working still,” said Jesus, ‘and 
I am working.” If God’s work is to be 
carried forward, we too must work. God 
wants our effort. He will not bring in 
the Kingdom without our help. 

Washington Gladden is best known to 
the present generation by his great hymn, 
“CQ Master let me walk with thee.” 
Gladden died in the midst of the first 
world war—in his 83rd year, before the 
issues of the war had been decided. His 
last book, a series of sermons entitled, 
The Interpreter, came from the press only 
a few months before his death. ‘‘God is 
doing all that infinite love can do to fill 
the world with righteousness and peace,” 
he said in a sermon on ‘Worlds in the 
Making.” 

“The one thing that infinite love can- 
not do is to take away from men the 
chance to be men. .. . This world will be 
Paradise as soon as men want Paradise 
enough to pay the price of it in labor and 
patience. God is always doing his part, 
but he will never do ours. 

“Worlds in the making? Races in the 
making? Nations, states, communities in 
the making! Our Father who has been 
working hitherto is as busy as ever today 
upon this work. Some of us know now 
how far it is from being finished. But 
it is a great joy and a great honor and 
a great inspiration that we may have 
some knowledge of what He is doing and 
some part with him in the work.” 

Yes—our Father is working still, Jesus 
is working, and we too must work. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CARPENTER’S METHOD OF PREACH- 
ING by J. B. Deaver Cooke. The Seaboard 
Press, Philadelphia, 96 pp., $3.75. 





The technique of sermon development 
described in this book comes, according 
to the author, from his experience of 
seventeen years as a clergyman in the 
Methodist Church. The book reviews 
many problems of homiletics and pro- 
poses a way to correct them, but it is 
not meant to be a comprehensive study 
of the subject of preaching. The author 
states “The purpose of this treatise is 
to meet the specific need for an effective 
method of sermon development. 

In developing his thesis Mr. Cooke 
says, “The specific procedure of driving 
a nail into a block of wood offers a clear 
cut analogy of the way an idea might be 
driven into the mind and heart of a 
congregation. This is the basic prin- 
ciple of the Carpenter’s Method of 
Preaching.” Steps are enumerated by 
which the “sermon of power” is de- 
veloped. 

The book should be helpful to min- 
isters who feel they are “shooting all 
over the woods” and want to develop 
a technique for hammering home one 
dynamic idea. This is not, and does not 
claim to be, a great book on preaching. 
However, the author does assert that any 
minister ‘‘will discover for himself, that 
while he may fail the Carpenter’s Meth- 
od of Preaching many times, not once 
will the method fail him.” 

Ben F. Brown. 
Glade Spring, Va. 


GOOD MORNING, YOUNG LADY. By 
Ardyth Kennelly. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
New York. 469 pp., $3.95. 


In Salt Lake City at the turn of the 
century, fourteen year old Dorney Leaf, 
unwanted and unloved, lived in a dream 
world where she waited for the famous, 
if infamous cowboy, Butch Cassidy to 
ride up and take her away. 

There are many character types por- 
traved. Some are: the girl who cares for 
nothing but clothes and some place to 
wear them; the simple-minded boy who 
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is the brunt of many a joke; the spoiled 
and selfish girl who can turn any situa- 
tion into one in which she herself was 
wronged ; the ugly old maid with a crush- 
ingly cynical mother who longs desper- 
ately for a husband; the stern employer 
who is unsympathetic with his suffering 
employees. 

The setting is among untutored folk 
in an underprivileged community. The 
book is well written, but depressing for 
there is so much unhappiness, loveless- 
ness, and cynicism. 

Mrs. GeorcE M. WEBs. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


THE MATURE HEART. By Helen B, Em- 
mons. Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville & New 
York. 160 pp., $3.50. 

“Meditations for the mature years,” 
written by the widow of the late editor 
of the Upper Room. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Dilemma of Church and State. G. 





Elson Ruff. Muhlenburg Press, Philadel- 
phia. $1.50. 

God’s Pattern for the Home. Clarence 
W. Kerr. Cowman Publications, Inc., Los 


Angeles, Calif. $2.00. 

Prisoner for God. Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
The Macmillan Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Education into Religion. A. Victor Mur- 
ray. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $3.00. 

One Fine Hour. Frederick Keller Stamm. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.50. 

The Fundamentals of World Peace. A. 
Hamer Hall. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$3.00. 

Mental Health in the Home. Laurence 
Spurgeon McLeod. Twayne Publishers, N. 
) 2 3.50. 


Communicating the Gospel. 
Luccock, 
$2.50. 

Faith Takes a Name. Dwight E. Steven- 
son. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.50. 

This Is Missions. A. Dale Fiers. The 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 

This Sacred Hour. " . 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $2.00. 

The Very Thought of Thee. Arranged 
and edited by Douglas V. Steere and J. 
Minton Batten. The Upper Room, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 35 cents, paper. 

Prayers of the Early Church. Edited by 
J. Manning Potts. The Upper Room, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 50 cents. 

The Preacher of the Law and Testimony. 
Ernest Lawson Batley. Exposition Press, 


N. Y. 
Alfred 


Halford E. 
Harper & Brothers, Inc., N. Y. 


Diary of a Self-Made Convict, 
ea Henry Regnery Co., Chicago, I11. 
3.00. 
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By Paul E. Irion 


This practical, sympathetic study 
shows every minister how he can help 
make the funeral service a source of 
genuine comfort and readjustment to 
the bereaved. Drawing from sound 
principles of psychology and pastoral 
care, Mr. Irion analyzes the funeral 
from the viewpoint of the personal 
needs of the mourners—and shows the 
pastor how he can better prepare his 
people to meet bereavement; how he 
can minister to them more effectively 
when it occurs. $2.75 
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By 


Leila Tremaine Ammerman 


To those who have lost a baby or 
small child, these carefully chosen 
poems, prayers, and scripture passages 
bring comfort in an hour of spiritual 
need. Here is the reassurance of God’s 
eternal love and concern, beautifully 
expressed for bereaved parents. OF 
SUCH IS THE KINGDOM will be 
helpful also to friends who wish to 
express their sympathy—to ministers 
who must prepare funeral services for 
children. 75 cents 


Cc At All Bookstores ABINGDON PRESS “I 


15 





me 4 


Duke University Library 


Duradai, Ne Ce L-ll 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 


Robert C. Vaughan, Jr., Crewe, Va., is 
beginning his new pastorate at the Oak- 
dale church, Norfolk, Va. 

W. Ivan Hoy from Coral Gables, Fla., 
to 7500 S. W. 59th Court, South Miami 43, 
Fla. 

Reuben Tjaden from Chicago, Ill., to 
1708 B. Ave., N. E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

James B. Reid from Alexandria, Minn., 
to First Presbyterian Church, 21st and 
Walnut Sts., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

D. H. Dulin from Angier, N. C., to the 
Bear Grass and Roberson Chapel 
churches, Route 2, Williamston, N. C. 

W. H. Eubank from Whitesburg, Tenn., 
to Ayden, N. C. 

W. M. Zeanah from Aurora, Ind., to 615 
Indian River Ave., Titusville, Fla. 

W. G. Foster, Jr., Alexandria, La., has 
accepted a call to the First church, 
Florence, S. C. 

Robert B. Brannon, Jr., from Sterling 
City, Texas, to Box 152, Hallsvil.e, Texas. 

Matthew McGowan from Homer, Ga, 
to 1025 Dorsey St., Gainesville, Ga., the 
Chestnut Mountain church. 

H. R. McFadyen from Oak Ridge, N. C., 
to the Dagwood Acres church, Route 2, 
Asheboro, N. C. 

Albert E. Dimmock from _ Pulaski, 
Tenn., to 1334 Clairmont Circle, Apt. 6, 
Decatur, Ga. 

F. L. P. Donaldson from Springfield, 
Ohio, to 29 E. State St., Albion, N. Y. 

Cecil E. Moore from Louisville, Ky., to 
Route 1, Box 400, Jeffersonville, Ind. 
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Roy W. Peyton from Independence, 
Kan., to the First church, Mesa, Ariz., 145 
Fraser Dr., E. 

Charles C. Cowsert from Falls Church, 
Va., to 2115 N. Early St., Alexandria, Va., 
no change in work. 

Joseph P. Holder, Morven, N. C., has 
begun his work as pastor of Trinity 
church, 603.W. Selma St., Dothan, Ala. 

David M. Currie from Richmond, Va., 
to 1132 18th Ave. N., Texas City, Tex. 

John N. Miller from Charlotte, N. C., 
and Edinburgh, Scotland, to 1424 Fair- 
view Rd., Atlanta, Ga. 

Wilson D. Keenan from Arkadelphia, 
Ark., to the Itasca, Texas, church. 


SCOTLAND MODERATOR 

Ernest David Jarvis, pastor of the 
Wellington church, Glasgow, Scotland, 
for the past 25 years, has been nominated 
(equivalent to election) Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland to succeed James Pitt-Watson 
next May. 


BOWLBY RETIRES 

Harry L. Bowlby is retiring this month 
after serving for 40 years as general 
secretary of the Lord’s Day Alliance. He 
is being succeeded by Melvin M. Forney, 
now associate secretary. 


“PREACHER” GORDON HONORED 

U. S. Gordon was recently the recipient 
of many tributes paid him on the occa- 
sion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
becoming pastor of the First church, 
Gainesville, Fla. 


LECTURESHIP 

George A. Buttrick of the Madison 
Avenue church, New York, has been 
chosen as the first to deliver the annual 
N. C. Elting Memorial Bible lectures in 
the First church, Florence, Ala., next 
Sept. 13-16. 


OFFICE CHANGED 

Offices of the Minister and His Work 
are being changed Jan. 18 from the 
Henry Grady Building to 341-A Ponce de 
Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga., as the 
Presbyterian Center is occupied. 


DEATH 


James B. Black, 78, died Jan. 8 at his 
home in Bon Air, Va., where he had 
made his home since retiring as pastor 
of the Red Springs, N. C., church in 1945. 
As pastor there for 23 years, Dr. Black, 
originally a United Presbyterian, was 
widely known, among other reasons, be- 
cause his ministry to the Flora Mac- 
donald student body. 
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